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Under my legislation, seniors would also

have the right to either keep their existing cov-
erage or participate in the NICE program. No
senior would be forced to change their current
coverage. The NICE program is entirely vol-
untary.

Finally, my proposal is funded primarily from
the on-budget surplus without any tax in-
crease.

Mr. Speaker, Congress must act now to
help seniors receive the vital prescription drug
coverage they rely on to live. As a vigorous
supporter of modernizing and strengthening
Medicare, I will continue to do everything I can
to make prescription drugs accessible for our
senior citizens. For that reason, I am intro-
ducing the New Insurance Coverage Equity
Act today, and I urge all my colleagues to join
me in sponsoring this common sense ap-
proach to making prescriptions affordable for
our seniors.
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Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on an
almost daily basis, politicians and news com-
mentators in Washington bemoan the fact that
not enough Americans get involved in public
debates. Obviously, these people have never
met Art Holbrook.

First, I’d like to add some background.
Troup County, located in Georgia’s Seventh
District, is home to West Point Lake. For
Troup residents, the lake provides many of
life’s basic necessities, such as sites for
homes, sources of income, and recreation op-
portunities.

However, in recent years, those who man-
age the lake have dramatically lowered water
levels to serve downstream water users. The
result is that people who live on the lake and
navigate its waters, have found themselves
overlooking muddy flats and navigating non-
existent waters.

Most people would look at this situation and
complain, but do nothing to change it. Not Art
Holbrook. Not only did he respond to our re-
quest to serve on our West Point Lake Task
Force, but he took a leadership role in building
a comprehensive case, with new, innovative,
and scientific data, in support of higher water
levels in the lake.

These efforts recently reached a pinnacle,
as hundreds of Troup residents attended a
weekday meeting about the lake, with one of
the top Army officials responsible for over-
seeing lake management. Most meetings
would attract a few dozen people at best.
However, with Art Holbrook on the scene and
in charge, an army of activists greeted Deputy
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil
Works Michael Davis, when he touched down
in LaGrange.

Of course, I would expect no less from a
man who left high school so he could serve in
the Army during the Korean War at the age of
seventeen; and who upon returning home, re-
ceived degrees from the University of Florida
and Emory Dental School, where he served
for two years as class president. In the proc-
ess, he also paid his bills by teaching at
Emory.

When Art retired in 1985, he and his sons
built a log cabin on the banks of West Point
Lake, where he and his wife Dianne live
today. Fortunately for all of us, Art didn’t rest
on his laurels, but has kept fighting to make
his community better. He has truly become
proof positive that local activism in American
communities is alive and well.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize the achievements of U.S. Marine
Corps Captain Sarah Deal. Captain Deal de-
serves the warmest, most heart-felt congratu-
lations for her accomplishment of becoming
the first female pilot in Marine Corps history.
Her achievements reflect her courage, deter-
mination and self-belief. On behalf of Ohio’s
lawmakers and citizens, I wish to pay tribute
to this outstanding young woman.

Growing up in Pemberville, Ohio, Captain
Deal always had a passion for flying, in part
inspired by her father, a former Marine, who
worked as an engineer testing jet engines. A
graduate from Eastwood High School, she
went on to study Aviation at Kent State Uni-
versity. From there, she made the tough
choice to join the United States Marine Corps
to begin training as an air traffic control officer.
Even though women were allowed to fly in the
Army, Navy and Air Force, she still chose the
Marines, knowing that the only way she would
be allowed to fly would be recreationally. How-
ever, her difficult choice was rewarded with
the landmark Defense Department decision in
1993, ordering the armed forces to end their
ban on women flying combat missions. Fol-
lowing the announcement, Captain Deal im-
mediately chose to attend Marine flight school
despite being the only women there. Her per-
sistence and hard work were rewarded in April
1995, when her father had the pleasure of pin-
ning her wings to her uniform at her gradua-
tion ceremony in Milton, Florida.

Abigail Adams once wrote in a letter to her
husband, ‘‘all history and every age exhibit in-
stances of patriotic virtue in the female sex;
which considering our situation equals the
most heroic of yours.’’ Captain Deal follows in
the footsteps of the legendary Grace Hopper,
mathematician and computer pioneer, who be-
came the first female Rear Admiral in the US
Navy. And of Sally Ride, the first female U.S.
astronaut. And of Mary Hallaren, champion for
permanent status for women in the military
after World War II and subsequent director of
the Women’s Auxiliary Corps from 1947–1953.
All these women have proved there is nothing
that cannot equally be achieved by women in
our armed forces. Captain Deal’s achieve-
ments are a proud demonstration of what can
be achieved by women in today’s society. Her
achievements offer hope and encouragement
to all women to follow their dreams and to pur-
sue paths that have previously been unjustly
denied them. Her efforts have been a key fac-
tor in breaking the gender barrier that existed
in the armed forces and in opening the eyes
of others to more tolerant attitudes.

This month Captain Deal will be inducted
into the Ohio Women’s Hall of Fame, in rec-

ognition of her achievements. On behalf of
Ohio’s Ninth District, I would like to wish Cap-
tain Deal every success with her military ca-
reer and in her current assignment with the
Marine Corps Air Station in Miramar, Cali-
fornia. We are truly grateful for her service to
our country and once again congratulate her
for all her achievements. Her virtue and patri-
otism are a shining example to all women, and
indeed, all people in this Nation.
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Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
today, I introduce a bill that will allow our Na-
tional Laboratories to more effectively perform
their missions while also promoting economic
development in the communities that surround
the facilities. Specifically, this bill creates a
win/win scenario for both the National Labora-
tories and the adjoining communities. The Na-
tional Laboratories will advance their missions
by benefiting from the cutting edge technology
possessed by universities and companies near
them and the community benefits from the
creation of needed high quality infrastructure
that will boost innovation and create job
growth.

In recognizing the potential of involving the
national laboratories in technical collaborations
with institutions in their surrounding commu-
nities, Congress has in the past encouraged
cooperative research and development agree-
ments (known as ‘‘CRADAs’’). This legislation
builds upon the success of the collaborations.

Specifically, this bill will: Create an advocate
for small business at each national laboratory
who will focus on increasing the involvement
of small businesses in the national laboratory’s
procurement and collaborative research; cre-
ate a technology partnership ombudsman at
each laboratory who will guarantee that the
national laboratory remains a good partner;
allow the Department of Energy to use more
flexible contracting authority; and streamline
current process concerning the cooperative re-
search and development agreements; to make
these agreements more appealing to technical
organizations, such as companies and univer-
sities.

I have a national laboratory in the district
that I represent, Los Alamos National Labora-
tory. As with other national laboratories, the
Los Alamos National Laboratory has a very
important relationship with the people in the
surrounding communities and the region. As I
am sure with all communities that surround
our national laboratories, there is a need for
greater economic prosperity. This bill creates
a long term solution to this problem. Besides
assisting the national laboratories in fulfilling
their missions, this bill also lays the foundation
to create high paying jobs that will directly
benefit our communities.

This is a companion measure to a bill intro-
duced in the other chamber by Senator JEFF
BINGAMAN from New Mexico. This is an initia-
tive that he has pursued for many years and
I would like to recognize him for this effort.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to support
this worthy legislation.
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